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Happiness Is Camping, for Children with Cancer, provides a unique set of experiences for youngsters suffering from cancers, leukemia’s and other catastrophic blood diseases. Our mission is to deliver the joys of a spectacular summer camp to children too sick to be out of sight of doctors and nurses, a first rate on-site infirmary with sophisticated chemotherapy capabilities, a friendly nearby hospital, and Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hospital to support those kids who need extremely specialized care.

Staffed 24 hours a day by a pediatric oncologist and two pediatric oncology nurses from Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and Montefiore Children’s Hospital, Happiness Is Camping gives traumatized children a chance to have fun. Many of the kids who come to camp are simply too sick to have a summer experience anywhere else. Many of our kids are bald from chemotherapy, or have artificial limbs, or other physical abnormalities that would make them embarrassingly conspicuous at a “normal” summer camp. At Happiness Is Camping, everybody lets their hair down, if they have any. Our kids take off their prosthetic legs and hop off the diving board into the pool. Everybody laughs. Everybody has fun. Everybody cries on the last day of camp.

Happiness Is Camping is about kids with cancer having fun at camp. A child with cancer spends an agonizing amount of time going back and forth to doctors and hospitals, getting ex-rays and cat-scans, blood tests, injections, chemotherapy, counseling, alienated. We give kids this a chance to be “normal”, to fish in a lake, play basketball, attend a Friday night dance, bond with friends, laugh and sing and jump for joy. These are beautiful experience to watch, to share, and to make possible.
In 2008 we provided over 400 camper weeks, allowing some very sick children the opportunity to attend camp.  Quite simply, we were the camp of last resort for too many critically ill children - kids with “no place else to go”. We had a wonderful volunteer staff, doctors and nurses from Memorial Sloan Kettering and Children’s Hospital at Montefiore and employees from around the world.
The criteria used to judge the success of this program is quite simple. If very sick children, kids with cancer who can go nowhere else, are able to come to camp – for a day or for a week, we are successful. By that simple standard we have been resoundingly effective, serving hundreds of ill children each summer. 

Ultimately, the doctors and nurses who entrust their patients to us each summer and the parents who send their sick kids to camp judge our success. Children from hospitals around the country come to camp each year. Most are on treatment, some on sophisticated protocols. All receive care far beyond that available at most hospitals. Our doctors and nurses, all on staff at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center and the Children’s Hospital at Montefiore provide a level of treatment unequaled at any camp in the world.

We are fully accredited by the American Camping Association and meet all of their standards. In 2008 we earned a perfect score on our American Camping Association review covering over 300 standards of all aspects of camp operations. In 2003 we received the Eleanor P. Eells Award for Program Excellence by the American Camping Association, noting that our camp is a great role model for camps nationwide serving sick children.
During the summer of 2008 we served over 400 children, girls and boys with  Cancer as well as 100 siblings. We provided needed medical services to some very sick children, served over 15,000 meals, provided bus service, and hosted campers and siblings concurrently. It costs about $2,000 to send a child to camp for a session, and all children attend free of cost. We boast a state of the art handicap accessible Health Center, continue to update and renovate camp buildings, completed three of five new camper cabins - heated, air-conditioned and handicap accessible, improved our handicap accessibility camp wide, and continued to maintain and improve our facilities. In 2008 we completed construction on a beautiful heated, air-conditioned, handicap accessible gym/recreation center.
Happiness Is Camping is privately funded and is supported by gifts, grants, and contributions. It is administered by a Executive Director who reports to a Board of Directors and who is guided in medical issues by a Medical Advisory Board. In 2007 total Support and Revenue was $867,475 and total Expenses was $1,036,104 – Net Assets at Year End were $2,193,234. 

Total Support & Revenue: 


$  867,475.

Program Expenses:




$  786,680.

Management & General Expenses

$  190,705.

Fundraising Expenses:



$    58,719.

End of Year Net Asset Balance:


$2,193,234.
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